HAFTER iz2

c

PROTECT YA NECK (REMIX)

MUSLIMS AND THE CARCERAL
[MAGINATION IN THE AGE OF
GUANTANAMO

SOHAIL DAULATZAI

The small man builds cages for everyone he knows.
While the sage, who has to duck his head when the moon is low,

Keeps dropping keys all night long for the beautiful rowdy prisoners.
—Hafiz, “Dropping Keys”

THE SCREENING OF THE (ILLO PONTECORVO'S 1965 FILM BATTLE OF ALGIERS AT
the Pentagon in 2003 revealed a great deal about American imperial ambition
and the measures that they were willing to rake in order to fulfill the neocon
prophesy of “full spectrum dominance.” As a result of the Pentagon screening,
the film has garnered a great deal of attention and quite predictably has also been
completely reappropriated by the Beltway belligerati not as the embodiment of
the scruggles for national liberation against racist colonial violence but instead as
a blueprint and training manual for “terrorism” in a post-9/11 world. In framing
the film in this way, American officials engaged in an act of selective memory
and collective amnesia as they attempted to erase the history of colonialism and
violence that is endemic to the European and American encounter with the Third
World. Not only that, this attempt at historical revisionism also sought to erase
America’s own complicity with, and extension of, European colonialism as the
Cold War unfolded (Iran, Vietnam, the Congo, etc.) while also attempting to
reaffirm cheir current occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan as another example of
American imperial benevolence.

What else was the United States hoping to gain from viewing the film? How
to deal with an insurgency? How to win the batdle but not lose the “hearts and

e 14> The film anticipates many of the forms of control and
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violence exhibited within the current American imperial project
the military-media alliance, the multiple forms of surveillance of the v
body (check points, cameras, searches), the use of counterrevolutiona Mg
(bombings of civilians, psychological warfare, disinformation), anclrirhmethodS
rhetoric of “democracy” when done at gunpoint. But it is the central ro[e g
ture and the prison as technologies of colonial violence within the film the OFH?F
anticipate the revelations at Abu Ghraib, Guantinamo, Bagram and ot}?t g
detention centers throughourt the world. R
How are we to understand the place of torture and incarceration as f
ct.)ntfol in the current global order of imperial violence? While torture anocims ¥
n[a.J imprisonment used by Europeans and the United States as forms of i
terinsurgency against Black and Third World peoples is not new, the sand "
to be shifting. Because in this new age of empire where the formal elems i
f:oloni-zation no longer persist, but their neoliberal residue does, we are nov: IS“S L
ingly in a situation where the nation-as-prison has become the operative fgl i
f'or corlltmued Euro-American dominance. Where the nation was once the Sitofd
{1bc?rat10n, it is now the space for violent containment—as economic contro[e il
a-vis International Monetary Fund and World Trade Organization policy, St".ls-
C-Ontrol over migration flows, increased militarization, and Western-backed 1"e @
sion within the global south have severely controlled the lives of the ma'oriprcs-f
fthe worlds peoples. But just as violent is the possibility that the uation-ajs- :lY 3
is no longer only expressed through the ambient force of postcolonial powgr 503
th_e bloody borders drawn by the West. Instead, the erection of prison walls eT:
tric fences, minefields, concrete barriers, and barbed wire now emerging ar,ouncc-[
the West Bank, the Afghan-Pakistan border, and the U.S.—Mexico border hay
become the de facto practice that now tragically separates peoples, histories anz
even the possibilities for change. The metaphoric is now the literal as the b;rder
watchers, checkpoint battalions, and anti-immigrant hysteria running rampant in
the West still presumes that we from the global south are guilty, yet on furlough
and allowed to work, survive, or even cling to life—but only if d::emcd “useﬁll”g' :
a highly racialized neoliberal global order. i
These contemporary configurations of power have, according to Achille
Mbembe, historic roots within a European juridical order based upon a racialized
l}lcraJ.rchy of nation-states. For Mbembe, the colony—that space existing at the
lf;ontu}ri of “civillization”—has its roots within the slave plantation. Through the
idea of “necropolitics,” Mbembe view. g i i
“topographies Pof cruelty” emanating ffol:]nog,?:;;a;naj j}?ee;_{;zﬁilg nStof prewoul:
ates—suc
as the colony and the slave plantation—where race becomes the arbiter that not
onl).( determines but also sanctions who can be killed and who will be allowed
to live as imperial power unleashes itself.’ Where Mbembe links the plantation
and the colony through violence and race, Loic Waquant links the plantation
to the prison as an extension of racial violence within the United States.? I am
1ntleresred in the cartographies of American power that link the co[any-to the
prison—where the domestic politics of race and captivity that sit at the heart of

.brutal
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pire become the means by which those in the colony become legible under
American power. The linking of American imperial reach today, through
e space of the prison, becomes a way of exploring and exposing the lie that is
“Amﬁfica“ exceptionalism”—a brutal charade about a mythic American univer-
alism that not only fractures America’s historic complicity with European empire
puilding: but also masks America’s own violent history as an expansionist power
hrough slavery, Native genocide, and its imperial ambition throughout the globe

thg em

up to today.
In exploring the prison as an emerging form of transnational power and empire

qate building of Pax Americana, my interest lies in the increasingly blurred lines

herween the foreign and the domestic, nations and their fragments, and national-

igms and their “others.” In doing so, I borrow from the work of Amy Kaplan, who

writes that “domestic and foreign spaces are closer than we think, and that the

dynamics of imperial expansion cast them into jarring proximity.” For Kaplan,

1.5, imperialism demands a coherent and stable national identity but U.S. impe-
ial culture has continually created anxiety about this coherence as it expanded
its power abroad. She states, “the idea of the nation as home is inextricable from
the politicai, economic, and cultural movements of empire, movements that both
erect and unsettle the ever-shifting boundaries between the domestic and the for-
eign, berween ‘4t home and ‘abroad.””* I want to examine these “movements of
empire” through the space of the prison in order to explore the domestic and
international regimes of imprisonment that have forged a kind of transnational
“carceral imagination” around the most prominent figure of racial otherness
today—the Muslim. In attempting to locate this “carceral imagination,” this piece
will explore the links between the global mapping of imprisonment and control
of Arabs and South Asians as evinced by the emergence of Abu Ghraib, Guan-
tsnamo, secret detention centers, and the Orwellian euphemisms “extraordinary
rendition” and “ghost detainees” with the domestic assault on African American
Muslims in U.S. prisons who have been very recently targeted as a potential “fifth
column” of recruitment and radicalization against the United States in the “War
on Terror.”

The racial anxieties about the threats posed by Muslim “terrorists” abroad are
projected upon its domestic racial analog—African American Muslims—an anxi-
ety that is more acute due to the ambivalent place of Blackness within the history
of U.S. expansionism and imperial culture. Made legible through the historic gaze
of American imperial power, the presence of African American Muslims within
the United States threatens a coherent national identity that upsets racial hier-
archies and domestic unity. As Kaplan says, “underlying the dream of imperial
expansion is the nightmare of its own success, a nightmare in which the move-
ment outward into the world threatens to incorporate the foreign and dismantle
the domestic sphere of the nation.™

The racialized figure of the Muslim haunts the geographic and imagina-
tive spaces of American empire. As the site of the phantasmatic, the excessive
and the perverse, the tortured figure of the Muslim—be it the immigrant and
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foreign (Arab, Asian, Persian or African) or indigenous and domestic (Af
American)—fluidly and flexibly mobilizes various constituencies, nationa]| :
internationally, in the service of American imperial designs. Whether it’s “fr},; :
Muslim women” abroad, creating fractures within and between African Amem.
cans and immigrants in the United States, mobilizing Christian evangelic:i:
liberal multiculturalists, right-wing extremists, New Right culture warriors, 44
anti-immigrant xenophobes, the figure of the Muslim has been used to cult’ijnd
tremendous ideological ground by containing and limiting the scope of disse;te
forging an imperial citizenry, masking structural inequalities and massive g )
nomic instability, and reinforcing the philosophical basis of “colorblindness” 13_
promoting an American triumphalism in which a panracial enemy (the Muslip)
threatens a multiculcural America.

In a global order structured along the lines of race, this is not the first time jg
American history where race has been the thread that negortiates the interplay ang
fluidity between the foreign and domestic realms of American power. With the
end of World War II and the dawning of the Cold War, the Unirted Stares used
the threat of “Communism” as a proxy for race as it sought to replace Europe asy
global power in the era of decolonization and national liberation movements—
using “anticommunism” (via the Truman Doctrine) to fulfill American imperia|
desire through interventions within the Third World to destabilize the burgeon.
ing anticolonial and anti-imperialist movements taking place in Asia and Aftica,
The “Communist” threat also achieved its domestic goals on race by fracturing
very powerful alliances being forged by African Americans who sought to tie their
claims toward racial justice to those within the Third World. Instead, the rhetoric
of “anticommunism” birthed a heightened American nationalism as influential
African American liberals who sought to gain concessions on civil rights domesti-
cally supported violent American foreign policy throughourt Africa and Asia. This
fractured an emergent Black internationalism by containing antiracism within
a national framework and created new kinds of imperial citizen-subjects during
a new period of empire building. Buc it also isolated and increased the domes-
tic repression of African Americans (such as Du Bois and Robeson) who linked
the legacies of slavery with colonialism in the Third World as a means toward
systemic change rather than reform against Jim Crow segregation, disenfranchise-
ment, and civil death.®

Similarly, in a post—Cold War era, the rhetoric of “terrorism” has also become
a proxy for race, generating tremendous political and ideological capital. The sine
qua non for “terrorism” has been the Muslim—a highly racialized figure that has
been mobilized to reinforce American hegemony abroad, while also containing
antiracist and economic justice movements domestically. This threat of “cerror-
ism” to American interests abroad has justified a violent reassertion of American
power and militarism to extend Cold War alliances, further American geopoliti-
cal dominance, and refashion the United States as the sole power in a unipolar
world through “preemptive war,” covert intervention, aggressive militarism, and
unilateralism. Domestically, the threat of “terror” from the immigrant Muslim
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stified 2 highly racialized and vicious crackdown on immigrants in the
iged States, as the Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS), now under
i Department of Homela.nld Security, has r.lormalize.d deportations, detentions,
and disappearance. In addlt-lon, the increasing prominence of the ﬁgure of the
indigenovs Muslim—the {ancan' American Mushm—wmhm the security appara-
uses and majnstre@ pohtlcal. dlscourse- carries treglcnc_lous symbolic and historic
gnificance; as African American Muslims have hlstc_)rlcally been con_structed as
ﬁmdamental threats to American democracy and racial harmony dating back to
davery. The November 2007 PBS America At A Crossroads series episode “Home-

rown: Islam in Prison” on African American Muslims revealed that these fears
are alive and well, as the documentary’s alarmist tone echoes within the U.S.
security establishment around Black Muslim communities. This notion of an
tonemy within” plays on highly racialized fears deeply embedded within the white
jmagination, while also heightening tensions within African American communi-
ies along class, religious, and political lines, as it polices the boundaries of race
through its attempts at forging an imperial Blackness.

The ideological elasticity of the Muslim and the rhetoric of “terrorism” has
morphed and begun to outline the contours of the threat posed by the figure of
the African American Muslim. The racialized discourse of empire is now produc-
ing a subject where the foreign and the domestic collapse upon themselves, as
fears of “terror” are conflated with “Black criminality,” gangs, prison culture and
utban violence. The carceral logic and captive power that has historically been
forged around Blackness not only makes legible this new emerging “threat”—as it
was the “logic” used by the Los Angeles Police Department in its recent testimony
in Congress to “map” Muslim communities—but it also becomes the template
for the exporting of this prison regime to the colony in the “War on Terror.” This
fear of “homegrown terrorism” that collapses the domestic and the foreign around
the figure of the Muslim can be clearly seen in the recent, near unanimous pas-
sage of House Resolution 1955 (“The Violent Radicalization and Homegrown
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2007”). This bill seels to establish grant programs,
assigning a university-based “Center of Excellence for the Study of Radicalization
and Homegrown Terrorism in the United States,” and conduct research into how
other countries—ostensibly in Europe—work to prevent “homegrown terrorism
and radicalization.” In addition, Michael Downing, the LAPD’s commanding
officer for “Counter-Terrorism” testified before the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs in the U.S. Senate—one week after the pas-
sage of H.R. 1955—on the need to “map” Muslim communities in Los Angeles
asa way to prevent—coincidentally—“homegrown terrorism” and “violent radical-
ization.” In his testimony, Downing highlighted the need for this kind of surveil-
lance, mentioning 9/11, the current wars, attacks in Europe and their policing of
Muslims in their midst, and, not surprisingly, he cites gang culture in Los Angeles
and the ways in which they have been policed as the blueprint and analog for
mapping Muslim communities—“their history, demographics, language, culture,
ethnic breakdown, socio-economic, status, and social interactions.”

Un




212 BLACK ROUTES TO ISLAM

Through the figure of the Muslim, then, I will trace the intimacies betwe
colony and the prison within the unfolding narrative of American imperig] ;n
by exploring the relationships between U.S. prisons and the emergence of iy
rial imprisonment in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Guantdnamo and the ConneCI:pe.
being forged berween the military and local police in the United States, Iwﬂ[zm
examine recently published reports by the Departments of Justice and Homg |
Security, and Congressional committee testimonies to historicize the state’s ra::ld
ization of African American Muslim inmates. I will then close with a dis(:uss-l \
of Rap DNA, the yet to be published prison writings of the most prominmn
incarcerated African American Muslim in the United States today, Imam J; enii
Al-Amin (formerly H. “Rap” Brown), who was transferred in August 2007 fzﬂ
Georgia to the federal government’s highest security prison—the Federal Sy :I-I
max in Florence, Colorado. As a counternarrative to the State’s captive powerphf-
writings embody a stunning act of Michael Eric Dyson calls “Afrecriture,” il

In exploring these diverse narratives, it is important to view the broader archj.
tecture of power that is in place: that to “map” Muslims, police though, inyada
occupy, bomb, incarcerate, torture, render, and murder—these are not reﬂectiv;_
of just a will to power, but is raw naked power in full effect, and it is this structure
of power that is central to the whole notion of what I am calling the “carcers]
imagination.” The American legal, political, and security apparatuses are anima.
ing this “carceral imagination” by constructing a domestic threat of “homegrown
terrorism” around the figure of the African American Muslim and his poten-
tial links to “gang Islam,” “prison Islam,” and global “terrorist” networks. While
the foreign Muslim has been incorporated within the prison regime through
the exporting of American carceral power vis-a-vis Abu Ghraib, Guantinamo,
and secret detention centers, the specter of the African American Muslim—ag
the “enemy within”—haunts the domestic homeland by shattering the divisions
between the national and the global as the spaces of imperial power continue
to converge.

ubris

FrROM ABNER LOUIMA TO ABU GHRAIB

In Discipline & Punish, Michel Foucault argues that prior to the prison, violence
inflicted upon the prisoner, or the executed, brought pleasure to the crowd as a
parade of body parts became central to popular violence and the imagination that
fueled it, and so the prison transformed punishment and its relationship to power.
With the “birth of the prison” in the nineteenth century, “the great spectacle of
physical punishment disappeared; the tortured body was avoided; the theatrical
representation of pain was excluded from punishment. The age of sobriety in
punishment had begun.” I am intrigued by Foucault’s discussion about the birth
of the prison, the public display of the body, and the “imagination” that it fuels in
the Age of Abu Ghraib and the Birth of Guantdnamo. For Foucault and others,
the prison ushered in an “age of sobriety” around punishment when it seems that
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Post-9/ 11 imperial state has revealed a new “age of excess” around torture,
displays and p-enal power arour}d the Muslim body. . _

For me, this “age of excess” is central to the globalization of imprisonment and
he carceral logic of America’s “War on Terror.” Tn exploring the transnational logic
of incarceration and the institutional links between the prison regimes around
Aftican American Muslims in the United States and the emergence of military

sisons in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Guantdnamo, history may have come full circle.
According t© Alan Gomez, a 1961 gathering called “The Power to Change Behav-
jor: A Symposium Presented by the U.S. Bureau of Prisons” was a key moment in
sthe politicization of institutionalized brainwashing, behavior modification and
corture within the prison regime” that resulted in a national directive to “experi-
ment with these techniques, originally used against American POW’s in Korea,
on the black Muslim prison population.” With these experiments, the federal
government utilized physical and psychological torture to suppress political activ-
ity and dissent and to redefine accepted notions of “cruel, inhuman and torturous
rrearment.”” With the emergence of the Nation of Islam and Malcolm X (as well
a5 increased Muslim immigration and the anticolonialism of the Third World),
the FBI and law enforcement agencies monitored Black Muslims as a potential
threat to the emerging orthodoxy of the Civil Rights Movement, so that the use of
Black Muslims in prison in the early 1960s for use in state-sanctioned torture and
cxperimentation raises profound questions, not the least of which are its possible
connections and historical precedents to the more recent tortures of Muslims in
Abu Ghraib, Guantinamo, Bagram, and elsewhere.

The collapsing of the ideological and territorial boundaries between the for-
eign and the domestic are embodied in the increasing consolidation of the two
major security institutions within American imperial culture—the military and
the prison—revealing the emergence of a new kind of formation of power and
domination used to implement a violent global order that has challenged and
usurped both national and international juridical foundations through torture,
the abrogation of habeas corpus, the Birth of Guantdnamo, military tribunals,
the Patriot Act, preemptive war, and the legal declaration of Muslims as not “fall-
ing within the definition of ‘person.” This confluence between the military
and the prison regime runs deep in the current “War on Terror.” According to
Avery Gordon, Mark S. Inch, the corrections and internment branch chief at
the Office of the Provost Marshal General, stated that “the synergy between the
reservist’s civilian employment in the corrections field and his or her duty to con-
fine enemy combatants in Afghanistan, Cuba [Guantinamo] and Iraq . . . could
not be more evident and essential to mission success.”!! According to Gordon,
the 300th Military Police Brigade, the 327th Military Police Battalion, and the
800th Military Police Brigade, designed Camp Delta at Guantdnamo Bay, have
run various detention centers throughout Afghanistan and have reorganized the
prison systems in Iraq for enemy combatants and prisoners of war, respectively.
In addition, prison guards and administracors at state and federal penitentiaries
throughout the United States continue to contribute a great deal to America’s

the
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global archipelago of imprisonment—from John Vannatta, the superinten
the Miami Correctional Facility in Indiana who works in Guantdnamo, ¢,
Chicago policemen and prison guards throughout Afghanistan, and ¢ Capyy
Michael Mcintyre and Master Sergeant Don Bowen who work at the federy] pen;]
tentiary at Terre Haute, Indiana, who helped to build the [raqi prison syseep, 1
According to Leah Caldwell, in May of 2003, just two months after the iy,
sion of Irag, Attorney General John Ashcroft gathered a group of American Priggy
officials under the auspices of the International Criminal Investigative Trainjy
Program (ICITAP) and sent them to Iraq to prepare existing Iraqi
house additional prisoners. ICITAP, which is based within the Dep
Justice and funded by the State Department, has been in existence
and has been sent throughout the world to “rebuild” criminal justice s
to support police and prison regimes in American-backed client states
Haiti, Indonesia, and the former Soviet Union. According to Caldwe
Is a successor to a training program run b
ment, which was stopped in the mid-197

ene of
Migp

Prisong to
artment of
since 1986
ystems and
, includin
I, ICITAp
y the Agency for International Develop.
Os after it was revealed that this program
was used to train police forces and prison officials abroad in murder and torgye
against mostly leftist insurgencies.'?

What is especially revealing is that many of the prison officials sent by Ashcrof;
to Iraq were not only employed by private prison firms around the United States,
but were also heads of various srate departments of corrections throughout the
country, including Terry Stewart (Arizona), Gary Deland (Utah), John Al‘mstrong
(Connecticut), and Lane McCotter (Texas, Mexico, and Utah). In fact, all haye
been involved in a range of human rights abuses and legal cases from inmates in
the United States, including denial of medical treatment, harsh conditions, sexual
harassment, torture, and even death. McCortter,
of Utah’s State Board of Corrections due to the d
to a chair, was,

who was forced to resign as head
eath of an inmate shackled naked
according to Gordon, chosen by then Attorney General John
Ashcroft to head the reopening of Iraqi jails under American rule and also to
train Iraqi prison guards just one month after the Justice Department released a
report—following the death of a prisoner—about the lack of medical and mental
health treatment at one Management and Training Corporation’s jails, a private
firm where McCotter was an executive. To add insult to irony, McCotter and
Deland were ar the ribbon-cutting ceremony at Abu Ghraib when it first opened,
as McCorter said of Abu Ghraib, it was “the only place that we agreed as a team
was truly closest to an American prison.”!?

While the administrative and institutional framework for United States colo-

nial imprisonment in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Guanténamo has deep ties to the
domestic prison establishment, state corrections, and even

private prison corpo-
rations,

it is also the case that some of the guards involved in the Abu Ghraib
tortures had careers within U.S. prisons. According to Anne-Marie Cusac, Ivan
L. (Chip) Frederick II and Charles Graner worked in the United States as correc-
tions officers. Frederick was a guard in Virginia while Graner, who was described
as one of the “most feared and loathed of American guards”'® ar Abu Ghraib and
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HOME Is WHERE THE HATRED Is

In_ addiFion to the links between Abu Ghraib, Guantdnamo, and other sj
“-flth prison structures here in the United States, there is als:) an em i
tion bemg. forged between local policing in the United States wi Tlrgl}?gc
LAPD Chief William Bratton has been advocating and lobbyin tth i,
become the national nerve center for an official agency collal;gor i ;
Homeland Security and local law enforcement throughout the ¢ -y
bas made tremendous institutional strides. Known for his part ir;) u]? -
1mple_mentati0n of the Manhattan Institute’s “Broken Win[?iows” : ; 3
York in the early 1990s under Rudolph Giuliani, which led to olipo 1(!;)’
§uch as Abner Louima and Amadou Diallo, Bratton has declared ]: “\Xc/'e -a
in Los Angeles, referring to gang activity as “homeland terrorism” 3;?
that t}'w federal government “needs to get preoccupied with the i:lm L
terrorism as well.”** This linking of local policing with global w: te{;“‘ﬂ i
raclal_l%ed language of “terrorism” linking Black blackgand Br(;{\;r?nb e
munities in the United States with their neocolonial counterparts in rglwn 8
South, forges an ideological link between domestic control and im er':lGlObal
that generates tremendous political capital in a post-9/11 Envil‘onmeit G
‘ Buc Bratto_n takes the ideological and material links becween d i )
ing and colonial war much further. According to Bratton, there areml;lestlc P
‘L;ﬁ.l'l’DLoﬁ'chrs lin Iralq training with the United States n;ilitary at a'an)(/) l;tn?\:;?
tle Los Angeles police officers have also trained Marine idene
ata bom.bl scene and also to give their guidance on urbansfilc:)l?zitxf gfat:il:le%d?nce
States Tﬂltary abroad.* In addition, the military is helping [hegLAPDe o
fzr ]jl;: Af_::enltua_l;ty”fof suicide bombers and improvised explosive devicesfgeEpSIs;
1 geles. In fact, according to Bratton, a i
rmhtargr in Baghdad visited Los Alglgeles to sha;'e “Ef:; 1thf£§\llc’[gr:h§'m? thEIU.S.
ftbout IED’S and suicide bombers and the tactics employed b deatlllr smm; edg;
insurgents in Iraq.”* Bratton continues, “We're always wondzrin whq:la:e iian’
have suicide bom!)ers and [ED’s here. We're trying to learn ﬂ'omgeachyothcr OIn’[
only a matter of time before we are experiencing the issue here. We hav .'dts
why it hasn’t occurred. What they’re dealing with is what we ITlE.I face.” ;noBl i
ton, t.hmje are “many similarities berween what is going on in BZ hd d 05 hzat_
The similarities to gang warfare are strong.”? .
ate\:}VltlfleetC};:S:i(;aé ;1:;1 I;{ci[eolcl).gfc::l_l ca‘lcu]us behind 'such comparisons helps gener-
e the n . politic will needed fo.r increased domestic repression,
resonat]e:; ;L:tg]g?StlEg ﬁ@etilgg more—a rhetorical strategy that has historically
. hin the United States and has resoundi y i
9/11 _chrnate that links Muslims, Blackness, prisons, a?lgcflyg;apiifi ;?]; el
mentions the “growing influence of converted Muslim radicalfin the U S ;::22
;}ztten;nwho_,nupon rf:%eas?, “21[ s-pre:ac,lj their new ideas to their companions such
hat gangs will conspire with “terrorist” organizations to carry out attacks on U.S
cities. As Bratton says, “There is a potential of some gangs who are disaffc d.t .
latch on to the Islam movement. We've seen movement in that direction f;te ;
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d of alarmist rhetoric echoes a larger concerted chorus of voices who
ing an “indigenous” component to the global “threat” posed by Mus-
f racial anxiety from the foreign Muslim to the domestic
Complemeljtfthe African American Muslim—mobilizes national fears, as Afri-
i American Muslims in prisons are pcrceived as a “fifch column” of potential
recmitmcnt into “cerrorist” activities within the United States. Not surprisingly,
high level officials, mnlnerous think .tanks, poliq( institutes, nongovemmental
2 rganilﬂ‘ions’ and official state agencies have published reports and presented to
| congressional committees and other law enforcement agencies their fears
African American Muslims within United States prisons, and their poten-
tjal for ¢ adicalization.” This kind of institutional power bearing down upon what
is being constructed as an emerging frontline in America’s “War on Terror” is
an extension of the policing and surveillance of Muslims in the United States
over the last forty years or so and also a continuation of the pernicious forms of
wacial profiling that have impacted Black communities dating all the way back
0 slavery—what Loic Waquant argues is the historical continuity berween
he slave plantation and mass incarceration of African Americans wichin the

This kin
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United States.”
A 2004 Department of Justice report issued a series of warnings about the pos-

sibilities of African American Muslim “radicalization” within prisons, the emer-
gence of “Prison Islam,” and the lack of monitoring of and by Muslim chaplains
that could lead to “extremist” ideologies circulating within prisons.”” In 2005,
FBI director Robert Mueller told the Senate Intelligence Committee: “Prisons
continue to be fertile ground for extremists who exploit both a prisoner’s con-
ill in prison, as well as their socio-economic status and

version to Islam while st
30 and Republican Senator Susan

lacement in the community upon their release,”
Collins from Maine has said that radical Islam within U.S. prisons was “an emerg-
r national security.”®" In April 2006, Attorney General Alberto
Gonzalez also weighed in on the topic of Muslims in prison and the “challenges
w0 detection” that this poses to authorities.” A 2006 study by the Homeland
Security Policy Institute at George Washingron Institute in conjunction with the
University of Virginia was released at a Senate Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee hearing on “homegrown” terrorists. It argues thar, due
1o limited funds, there is little supervision of Muslims within prisons so that
“radical Tslam is spreading and raising a new generation of potential terrorists,”
and warns that “Jailhouse Islam,” which is “based upon cut-and-paste versions of
the Qu'ran and incorporates violent prison culture into religious practice,” is a
threat to prison securiry. In addition, Charles Colson, who was special counsel to
Richard Nixon during Watergate in 1974, and who now runs the Prison Fellow-
ship Ministries, says that al-Qaeda training manuals “specifically identify Amer-
ica’s prisoners as candidates for conversion because they may be “disenchanted
»34 Colson asserts that “terrorism experts fear these

ing threat to ou

with their country’s policies.
angry young recruits will become the next wave of terrorists. As U.S. citizens, they

will combine a desire for ‘payback’ with an ability to blend easily into American
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culture.”®

In addition, Roy Innis, the national chair and executive direc
Council of Racial Equality (CORE), has also met with federal official
been vocal about the threat he perceives coming from African American
who are not propetly monitored both within and outside prisons.

As a “U.S. citizen” who can “blend easily into American culture” and
according to Attorney General Gonzalez, poses “challenges to detection ” Af"*.’ho,
American Muslims become the site upon which the projection of raci;_l n.c &
from the foreign Muslim—who is deemed more recognizable by his “f‘anx-le
ness’—is branded. But because of the historic relationship of Blacknessor?lgflq
the United States, and the familiarity that chis contempt bred, African AmWI'dun
Muslims are potentially more threatening and not racially legible in theerlcan
ways that the foreign Muslim is. The carceral regimes in Iraq, Afghanjstmsame
Eh-lanténamo are then, in Kaplan’s formation, the “success” which has birt}; ?d
nightmare” that now threatens the domestic front of American imperial cule i
frmd which is woven through the very rhetoric about African American Mus[t‘llte
1n-Prisons, as they are threats not only to the “security” of the prison regimelr(m
prison officials have declared) but also to the very organizing logic of the st
architecture of power. 1
. This specter of threat is deeply rooted within fears of African American conye
sion to Islam, particularly as prisons have become the site for transformations 3
selthood of all types, where a whole new aesthetics of being erupts. For Africln
American Muslims like Malcolm Little—who got his “X” inside—or H, Rzn
Brown—who, in the 1970s, became Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin—the prison becomei
the crucible for a rejection of that imposed master narrative of nonbeing and the
subjection of Blackness upon which—through chatrel slavery, disenfranchisement
and social death—America ultimately rests. For if prison is about disappearauc;
and erasure, silence, and violence, then epiphany, conversion, and politicization
are a kind of ontological resurrection against social and civic death—redefining
one’s existence and challenging the panoptic power of the state.

Conversion then, is what Richard Brent Turner calls “signification,” and is a
stunning effacement of the state’s attempt to contain blackness within the ideo-
logical boundaries of the United States and its history of enslavement. As Chuck
D argues, “if people with African roots are connected to Islam, then you got
a problem of taking your slaves away, ‘we lost our slaves—they’re international
now!”™” As Chuck D’s poignant argument suggests, this /oss demands that African
American Muslims be monitored, policed, and disciplined as fundamental threats
to thf.z American racial project and its imperial ambition. The fear of their incot-
poration stems from their forging of an alternative Black identity and commu-
nity of belonging rooted in an expressed solidarity with Third World liberation
struggles, their fundamental and radical challenge to America’s racial hierarchies
rooted in white supremacy, and their remapping of a Black diasporic identity
that Amiri Baraka referred to as “post-American.” In occupying a liminal space
within the United States, the presence of African American Muslims, especially
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9/11 moment, shatters the coherence of American nationhood and
the tactered edges and imaginative spaces of the empire.

in the POSt'

haunts
THE LAST REAL NIGGA ALIVE

Rap became a version of Malcolm and Martin.
— Nas, “Last Real Nigga Alive”

Who frame Rap Jamil Al-Amin?
— Amiri Baraka, “Somebody Blew Up America”

Imprisoned in 2000 and sentenced to life in Georgia State Prison at Reidsville,
[mam Jamil Al-Amin (formerly H. “Rap” Brown) was transferred to the Fed-
eral Supermax prison in Florence, Colorado in August 2007—a prison where the
federal government houses its most “dangerous inmates” and is openly referred
0 as the “domestic Guantanamo.” The October 2007 60 Minutes piece on the
Colorado Supermax, titled “A Cleaner Version of Hell,” focused on the security
and secrecy of the prison and talked almost completely about the immigrant Mus-
ims who were inside—"“The Shoe Bomber” Richard Reid, the supposed twenti-
eth 9/11 hijacker, Zacarias Moussaoui, the convicted “mastermind” of the 1993
World Trade Center bombing, Ramzi Youssef, and others. While Imam Jamil was
not mentioned, it is important to understand that this transfer (done while an
appeal is underway in the State of Georgia) reflects so much of the geographies of
ower around the Muslim in post-9/11 America.

While Al-Amin’s transfer to this prison is no doubt endemic of the state’s
desires to violently continue the narrative of Black captiviry that sits at the heart
of the empire, it is also difficult to underestimate the post-9/11 climate and the
ways in which, as an African American Muslim, Imam Jamil is viewed as the
“homegrown terrorist.” Even in the State of Georgia prison system, Imam Jamil
was deemed a “high security” captive who was subjected to around-the-clock sur-
veillance and solitary confinement, while his trial and conviction have been called
into question by several prominent legal experts and international human rights
organizations. Now in the Supermax and under a “behavior modification pro-
gram,” Imam Jamil’s history within the Civil Rights Movement (as a member of the
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee [SNCC]), his Black Power activ-
ism and his work as a Muslim leader to thirty-four different urban communities in
the United States over several decades embodies the multiple histories and identi-
ties that have consistently challenged American militarism, economic injustice, and
racism nationally and internationally. During his trial, he was constructed by the
state as the embodiment of the “homegrown terrorist,” but his is not the case of the
captive who becomes “radicalized” in prison but the revolutionary who is impris-
oned by the state. His captivity can, in many ways, be scen as a metaphor for the
continued attempts by the racial state to rewrite the history of Black radicalism and
Third World internationalism over the last fifty years, the sustained attacks on Black
community-based leadership, the suppression of political dissent in the United
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States., and the increased surveillance on the immierant. b i
American Muslim, as the haunting figure within Ar § Y, . ESPCCJ&HY Africa“
While in prison, Al-Amin has completed ; i “'nPe“al oy
e : - mp .CFG a manuscript tided Razp DNy
egacy of power ful Black political prison writings that na k|
tance to captivity and rranscend the boundary between the free and tilrate L
;l:lzé[ :1(:10{15 structur.ing logic of America that is centered around Bl P
S JODI;:}[\Z‘IHEI:IE) 'L;ke his first I?ooll<—th§ \‘fast[y overlooked Black Power Man
s ‘gger Die! (1969), which is a brilliant political autobiograph 5
Lanve aﬁf geb;igloIl;Rﬂp DNA is also a stunning act of what Miiﬁiﬁj Ey'an[()1 na:-
as calle “Afrecriture,” a poignant a ftine o T
gj\t;lly Written in rhyme fofl)'mgand thzte?‘jbtildeilelzltnffotif [;‘J:ll;[? relienf "3
is a powerful glimpse into a revolutionary aesthetic that i S e
lenges a range of Black thought within the vi [Y ctic that invokes and chy].
e ge of A olent crucible of American s
gl e L e of e i of e i g
- _ : e broken, would not be broken, ne ;
Hugheyfl{til kltlhnls :ﬁ;fg;ﬁet‘lm{% ;;jlvo, Rap PNA allso explores Fanon, Lang‘;:,;
ences in exile, tl':e Patriot Ailt (fﬂ‘u Tl-adou Dfall(.)’ critical race theory, his eXpeti-
incredible range of ideas throilghnlei?ilsrrlnmlllctla'nsm’ t'he'“war - Termr,” i
But it is his reclamation of t} -y ket s l“ronyi’magh't e v
i B ht he r-nomker as "Rap” that is most compelling, a
b Sug,gests an}; mi}rfs, t ef\};o_me thrloug}_l which he narrates. This is strikjng
s a:_:e ) fls mu]u[?le identities and histories that so often
B o oo it ratives o conversion that are meant to inaugurate a new
o Hubggfrt 5 e se ;nd a rejection of one’s “slave name.” Though not an embrace
o 612:1:?&2 elz {fil mer name), the reclaiming of “Rap” works on multiple
e ﬂl; pf;rs‘onjJ as the ﬁe“ry Bla!ck Power orator of the past and
e ) B \4-1 of speaking. "To “Rap,” then, is a radical process that
B asaem E t; t 16; si lecncf: 1m1_)(?sed by the captive power of the prison. And
o e e r};diczl t;tct: of the wntmgs, Rap DNA is not only a gesture suggest-
ing ! of speech as “Rap” i i
rdlnfed um v p continues beyond conversion and is
sl o [)Erl ‘ -dng,l ut it also bc-icomes a suggestion that these writ-
In et throughors i wr{ leo oilcal l_)h}&prmt and life line for rap music as well.
A ) batdi;tmis e brilliantly challenges contemporary hip-hop
dente sl a,nd rebeﬁ-t em (})‘n page to use hip?hop as forum for transcen-
- Chri;tian i [OIl,aJW ile aJ)so laying claim as the facher of hip-hop,
besiden Rop chat s sic c{s : ive / It’s the only music named after someone
when he says, “No gangster ?Zp ;SZCI?EPWhEF‘f; e T Bt
e : : sic/Rap was the gangster of his time.”!
A Am};;ﬂ;cc:ncarl:ii ] S:Z;HICI'O; (-:onmhanon,” Al-Amin invokes his history with
tory, referencing how the [tJOSlHCOCI»ll'lmgr(;[s);1 Eimpor;fylge“ﬂmfions el
s v he b, passed a law named after me, trying to
tmpmost Wan(tfddlli tR A I:h)gl ;nddtbe FBI (“for the first time in history gf tﬁeir
iy d 1 ged it to eleven, and before the manhunt could
y moved Rap to the top of the chart”) sought not only to sanction
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him but also to incarcerate him. In doing so, Al-Amin also cri-
writing “Rap became public enemy number one,
a1 qin’t talking about Billboard son,”* arguing that material excess and record
ales are 1Ot tied to Black uplift and transformarion but to Black repression and
dcgl’ﬂdation' In Al-Amin’s view, rap music shou-ld_ fis.'pirc to be at tht.’_ top of the
FBI's charts as 3 barometer of its Fanonian possibilities, not the music industry’s
Jtrempts Al promoting a commodified rebellion in the form of hip-pop.

Rap DNA also gives eloquent testimony to his life of struggle and his persistent
Jttempts to connect Black radical praxis not within the confines of a collective
hoUrgeois racial identity or a narrow nationalism that edifies white supremacist

ower but in relationship to a global struggle against the racial and economic
legacies of slavery and colonialism. A bactle cry from behind enemy lines, titled
sgeconds,” highlights the painfully enduring question about the role of Blackness
hin the American imperial project, as he writes, “always talking that we, us,
our war our team our dream, USA USA how many kids you
> Take one for the team.” Al-Amin contin-
ues critiquing the complicity of certain forms of Blackness with empire when he
“more than willing to kill in a foreign land, women, children another man,
old, put the sin of empire on their soul.” He
powerfully interrogates the historic role of African Americans as imperial citizens
who have supported the expansionist project of the United States not only in che
distant past, but more recently during the Cold War and in the “War on Terror,”
when he writes, “give their sons and daughters to spread tyranny and slaughter, in

the name of empire’s new world order.”
ck and Muslim, endemic threat and exogenous insur-

gent, Jamil Al-Amin’s imprisonment links the domestic politics of race with the
giobal cerrain of the American warfare state, highlighting the central place that
race continues to occupy within the security apparatus around who is to be incar-
cerated, surveilled, declared war upon, tortured, and killed. And in this time
when the euphoria around Barack Obama’s election is seen by many as a stamp
of legitimacy for the American imperial project, giving the United States both
the allure of democracy and the seduction of benevolence, Al-Amin’s writings
ask a profound question: in this moment where Blackness and American-ness are
closer than they ever were, how are Black communities and constituencies, in all
their plurality and diversity, going to align themselves in relationship to American
empire—as promoters of an imperial Blackness or as critical resisters against it? As

Malcolm would say, time will tell.
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